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would qualify a girl to teach the piano and Mangnall
would enable her to do far better in the minor arts

The standard of taste m art or decoration is the1
result of the study of what is generally admired as
best in what man has produced m all ages, and what
Is most beautiful in nature. It is not true, as the
vulgar believe, that there is "no disputing about
taste" Now it must be admitted that the general
standard of popular taste is very low in Europe or
in America. Among a hundred carpets, such as would
sell most readily, it is unusual to find more than two
or three of a merely passably decent pattern. There
are three grades of carpets made in Philadelphia for
different parts of the United States, and those of
the third class are almost without exception to the
last degree abominable in outline, and, if possible,
worse as regards colour. This is just what I was told
by a carpet manufacturer who was perfectly aware of
the ugliness of his wares, who laughed at it, and
regretted that it was a necessity. He illustrated iir
by showing me the kinds of carpets and rugs whieh
"sold like hot cakes" It was pitiful, for no Bed
Indian and no savage negro would ever have designed
aught so repulsive. Savage art is never half so savage
as that produced by the most enlightened nation o&
the face of the earth, and English carpets are little
better. A lady who had studied art conscientiously
wntes to me to say that her designs were
by manufacturers as being "too artistic" I
had an experience which illustrates the
ception of a work of art. A manufacturer
furniture " in a far-western city was shown &
designed, carved, and znlaid with bone ia

